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A MILLION NEW
NEGRO VOTERS?

President Johnson, ot the Copifal, signs
the new waling-rights bill far Megroes

Prosident Jolnzon signed the voting-
rights bill for Negrees on Friday, Au-
st & and imomedistely sot the wvast
machinery of the U, 5 Government into
mabion to enforee the new lnw.

i S:Htlr(]:l}', Awgast T the U5, De-
partment of Justice certifisd the States
where racial discriminstion in voling s
afficially declared to exist.

Justics  Drepartment  officials worked
l!lruugh the wes! -L'm[, 1'|xnaci|lg the l:c'!.'
“hand core” countics and nshing fedemal
examiners into those counties to start
registering Megro  volers on 'TI:II'.'iﬂiI}'.
August 1,

Dr, King lecks ahoad, The Rev. Dr.
Mortin: Lather King, Jr., leader of the
Southern Christian Leadership Confers
cnce, watched Mr. Johnson sign the hill,
D, King prodicted that, by September
1, mearly a million Negross will be add-
el ba the South’s voting malls,

Thiz would victually deuble the num-
ber of Megross now registered to vote
in the seven Southern States that are
st affected h:r' the new law. Those
States are: Alabama, Gmrgin, Louisi-
ana, Mississipgd, Sooth Carlinn,  Vie
ginda, and parts of Narth Caroling.

Speaking in the Capital rotunda, Mr.
Johrson told what the new law does:

“This law covers many pages. But the
heart of the Act is plain, Wherever—hy
clear and  objective  standards—States
and counties are Mz [Eg“luﬁm; ar
Eaws or tests to deny the might 1o wate,
then they will be struck down,

“IF it i clear that State officials still
intend #o0 diseriminate, then federal ex.
amiiers will be sent in to register all
cligible voters. When the prospect of
discriminatien & pone, the ocaminers
will be immediately withdrawn,

s
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*Let me now say bo every Megea in this counlry: You must register, You must vote,
« .. It is & ehollenge which cannot be met simphy by pratests and demonstration,

“Andl, umeer this Act, i any county
amywhere I this notion does mot want
federal intervention, it need only open
itz polling places to all af s pnop|n.-

The Bl signing teok place in the
same room of the Capitel where Abr-
ham Lincaln—104 vears earlicr, to the
qh_l'—siglw{l n hill fnn:hl;n_ slaves who
were being wied by the Confederate
States to help wage the Civil War.

Az Mr. Johnzon signed, the {-xstim
Department was ready with regulitions
aml application forms for use by 75 spo-
wially trained feder] exuminers.

The Department announced the fol-
lowing procedure registering voters:

“A citizen interested In applying for
listing a5 an eligible voler may go to
the : of the examiner, chindn an ap-
plication and GBIl it out there. IF he

INTEGRATIOM: TOO FAST?

The Gallup Poll asked Amerd-
eans thic cuestion: "Do you
think the ]ohnmu Aclministration
is pushing integration too fast, or
not Fast enoughi™

The answers of those -
tiomed, &5 made public August G-

» Too fast, 40 per cent.

& Mot st encugh,
cent,

o About right, 35 per cent.

* Mo opinion, 9 per cent,

13 per

needs  help, the ecxaminer will asid
Where an applicant  caonot read o
write, the examiner will examéne
aned record the pertinent iniForm
the form,

“Where the applicant meets the e
quirements, the examiner will give e
r ecrtiflicete of 13|:i|rihi!|it:.' o wale, . .

“In States which still Fedjuine: the pay-
ment of o poll tax, the examiner will ac-
cept pavment and give the applicast 2
roeceipt.”

ﬂ:ll;r four Stntes—Alabama, Missisip:
pi, Texas and  Vieginia = now regs
polltnx payments for vobing eligheb
The requirement applies only 1o S
ansd lomI] ¢|mimsulm Fcrh'r:lL

Tost cases undor way. The new A
instructs the Justice Department 1o el
the constituticnality of the pell tax as 2
voting condition, The Attomey Genenl
l.leg:ul :imrnrdiinz:]y. on August T, to e
the necessary legal suits,

President Johnson wamed Negns
that the new Lo, to be effective, “mzt
be uzed.” He sald: “Let me now sy I
every Negro in this country: You musd
register, Vou must vole, You must leam,
s your choices advanee your inberss
angl the interest of our beloved satio
Your future and your children’s Foture
depond wpon it—and 1 don’t Believe
that yon'ne godng to let them down

“This Act is not anly a siclery fie
Negra Jeadership, This Act is a gt
challenge to that leadership. It i a chal
lenge which cannot be met sioply b
profesis and demonstrations.”

{Masch of News continued on p. 10}
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